
AMENDED JUNE THIRD at 9:45 PM
Fixes Incorrect Reference to Bill H.70's current Committee status.

             7:20 PM
My name is Scott Andrade. I live in Salem, MA.                              June 03, 2019

Three attempts to take away local control from parents and towns have 
occurred.

Number One:

Governor Baker proposed EMERGENCY LAW H.70. An Act to Promote Equity 
and Excellence in Education.

The “Emergency Bill” released on January 23, 2019 included the following text 
in an accompanying letter...

“Therefore, my bill strengthens the AUTHORITY of the Commissioner of 
Elementary Secondary Education to intervene in persistently underperforming 
schools, including the ability to REQUIRE certain improvement steps and to 
temporarily retain a portion of Chapter 70 funding in a new School Turnaround 
Trust Fund, pending the district's implementation of HIS school improvement 
recommendations.”

H.70 had a public hearing on March 22 of this year. I was there to comment on 
one specific thing. An overarching expansion of powers given to one individual.

Currently this Bill sits at the Ways and Means Committee.
CORRECTION:
This Bill was not passed out of the Joint Education Committee.

That was takeover attempt number one.

Number Two:

This past Friday, I learned of a news article about the City of New Bedford. The 
city, against the will of many stakeholders, almost signed a public school away 
to an existing in town Charter Management company. This Company had 
another school in town and was looking to expand. It reminds me of when this 
School Committee gave away the Bentley School.

The only thing saving that town was that H.70 had not been passed as quickly
as hoped by Charlie Baker, James Peyser, Jeff Riley and Paul Sagan.



The deal ultimately failed.

Takeover attempt 2 was thwarted by the public and at least one brave Senator.

Number Three:

I was listening to the FYI Salem High School Redesign podcast.
It was stated that DESE uses Project Lead the Way (PLTW) as an indicator 
under it's percentile ranking calculations. That is not true. That is a proposed 
rule. I know that because I submitted a public comment this past friday 
regarding that exact passage. I have included both the current accountability 
measures and the 2019 proposed changes in the document provided.

DESE has proposed to name a specific non-profit organization in it's 
Accountability Indicator regulations. A privately controlled education curriculum 
provider, who has no legal requirement to respond to any Public Request Inquiry
anyone might submit, should not be named in regulation.

I am hoping to get much more information about Project Lead The Way and how
all of the new Discovery Pathways will be implemented at the High School in the
coming year. 

I am curious as to how far along the implementation process has gotten and if 
any of Salem's students were involved in last years field testing of materials 
and/or assessments related to Project Lead The Way.

In 2015 a majority of the public rejected PARCC testing and still feels the same 
about high-stakes testing in general. What the public really hates are The 
Common Core State Standards. The public will be angry when they realize that 
this State currently use the same testing contractor and the same computer 
assessment template as PARCC.

They will be so much angrier when they realize that the Common Core 
Standards are still used in all Massachusetts classrooms. 
Project Lead the Way and The Next Generation Learning Center both openly 
promote adherence to the same Standards rejected by over 200,000 
Massachusetts voters. There are now two recently published studies showing 
student performance dropping as a result of Common Core implementation.

Both my children have never taken the PARCC or MCAS 2.0 assessment.
It would be much harder to opt out of curriculum.



In the fall of 2015, just before the vote to proceed to a hybrid version of the 
PARCC/MCAS test, DESE brought forth two speakers at a Board Meeting to talk
about their experience the new PARCC assessment. 

One of the speakers testimony openly described a flawed test question/item 
creation process. DESE's own witness proclaimed no faith in the exam's quality.

In 2016, a Maryland Education Department peer review requested further 
information regarding the bias/sensitivity training aspect of item creation.

In 2019, Massachusetts asked minority students to answer a racist essay 
question on the most recent MCAS 2.0 assessment. DESE instructs children not
to talk about the test.

Salem will now expand that lack of oversight to curriculum providers.

Project Lead the Way provides digital content. It seems to re-structure the way a
classroom operates. It also re-trains teachers to teach the PLTW way.

It should surprise no one to find out that Project Lead the Way, the exact 
program DESE calls out by name in it's most recent proposed changes to the 
Accountability System (April 2019), is already in Salem.

You will not be able to turn the culture of your school around by working against 
the Teachers and Parents. Under the PLTW System, everyone loses.

Teachers will become low paid proctors. Around 8,600 Teach for America Corps 
are currently teaching across the United States while 42,000 work “across 
sectors”.

You can make much more money on the business end working as an “Educator”
and providing access to “content” for the “consumer” than you can working in 
the classroom and providing a safe, healthy learning environment as a teacher.

That is backwards. You have no community buy in and you never will.
MASSIdeas and New Profit bought their way into Salem for 250,000 dollars.  
Project Lead the Way has succeeded through grant money, not reputation. 

I spent much of April and May trying to figure out what has happened with 
regard to the Salem School District since 2014.



Salem recently fired the High School Principal and the Superintendent. Salem 
has hired a new High School Principal and is about to hire a Superintendent.

If the Commissioner were to step in and take over Salem High School, only one 
thing would be done differently. The Commissioner would instantly break any 
and all collective bargaining agreements.

Interestingly enough, under current Massachusetts Law, if a Superintendent 
wanted to force a school to participate in a program like Project Lead the Way, 
or appoint an Examiner, or a Receiver...they could under the right classification. 
They would only need one reason to institute educational martial law. If the 
School Committee objected, they would have to appeal to the Comissioner. 
Attack number three of 2019 is not over yet.

I think working with the Boys and Girls club is logical and schools should 
definitely evolve to offer more health and tutoring services. All sorts of wrap-
around services would be wonderful. I even agree with Arne Duncan when he 
spoke of schools acting like community centers.

The pathway model for the high school makes sense in theory. This town could 
design it's own curriculum instead of setting up a model where we rely on 
outside corporations for curriculum.

The Teachers of Salem are capable of developing and executing their own 
curriculum. Salem's Teachers deserve better that what this Committee has given
them.

I do not agree with how the Education Reform movement treats teachers.








































































































































































































































	Salem SC 20190603 - AMENDEDstatement
	Salem SC 20190603 - submission materials

